
The following is a summary of the May 13, 2021, Combined Conference and Regular Meeting of 

the Berkeley Heights Board of Education: 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

 

Dr. Melissa Varley, Superintendent of Schools, provided the following report: 

 

Good Evening.  This evening is one of the highlights of the year, for tonight we are celebrating 

two very special groups: our Educators of the Year and our retirees.  

 

Our Educators of the Year were chosen by a committee of administrators, parents, and the prior 

year’s winner.  Special consideration is given to the letters of recommendation from students, 

parents, and fellow staff.   Our second group is honored for their years of dedicated service to our 

students.   

 

We will begin with our Educators of the Year.   After a brief statement about the teacher, each 

will have the opportunity to make a short address.  The 2020-2021 Educators of the Year are: 

 

Margaret Berry   Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center 

Jennifer Hanselman   Thomas P. Hughes School 

Gina Holzmann  Mountain Park School 

Cheryl McKinney  William Woodruff School 

Jeremy Marx   Columbia Middle School  

Josef Ellis   Governor Livingston High School 

 

We will now move on to honoring our retirees.   We will make a brief statement about the 

retirees and would like to ask any of the retirees who would like to speak to raise their hands to 

be recognized and promoted.  This year’s district retirees are: 

 

Lena Bendush   Maria Flamos   Karen Porzio  

Karen Calabrese  Ilene Gerstenfeld  Katherine Rottenberg 

Carol Chory   Catherine Jones  Carol Sangiovanni 

Diane Corley   Thomas Long   Robert Segear 

Catherine Egan  Toby Marcus   Joanne Sheehan 

Rhonda Einhorn  Marilyn Merrill  Erich Wiehl  

Donna Felezzola  Jacqueline Petryk 

 

****************************************************************************** 

Dr. Varley presented a report to the Board of Education and public titled Reimagining K-5 

Education/Elementary School Staffing.  Please click here to learn more about this presentation. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bhpsnj.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=4473&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=22958&PageID=1
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Report of the Student Representatives 

 

Emily Haines reported on the following: 

 
The Spring sports season at Governor Livingston has reached the halfway point, and many teams 

are racking up some wins. 

 

GL Baseball just beat Westfield for the second time and will be playing Cranford this week.  

 

Highlander Softball is currently 7-7 and their pitcher, Kayley Zazzalli, just recorded her 100th 

strikeout. 

 

GL Golf is working hard with two seniors, Chris Caccamo and Evan Accardi, leading the team 

with scores in the low 40s.  

 

Highlander Girls Lacrosse is now 5-3 and will be playing two tough games against Bernards and 

Kent Place this week. 

 

GLHS Boys Lacrosse now has a record of 7-4 and the team is feeling optimistic about the 

upcoming Union County Tournament.  

 

Finally, the Highlander Track and Field team just hosted the Union County Championship meet, 

which brought GL some wins!  Go GL! 
 
And as the school year winds to an end, AP exams are taking place and running smoothly.  

Finals will start next month.  

 

Seniors, as “decision day” has passed, are all excited about the upcoming month.  The 

opportunity to have prom and some normal senior activities like the picnic and the ice cream 

truck at school is super exciting.  Graduation is set for outside as well, with guests allowed as of 

now.  Overall, as the year comes to an end, all students are excited to have some fun.  
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Report of the Student Representatives (continued) 

 

Thomas Burke reported on the following: 
 

Most students at GL have breathed a sigh of relief over the past few days as they have wrapped 

up their final AP exams. 

 

With this free time, many student groups have been focusing on preparing themselves for next 

year by choosing officers to lead their clubs.  Among those are the Spanish Club, Student 

Ambassadors, the Highlander Newspaper Club, Interact, and the various student governments.  

 

National Honor Society has held its elections and will be inducting these new officers along with 

the new senior members in an in-person ceremony in the coming weeks. 

 

A number of clubs are offering students the opportunity to join a virtual discussion on the First 

Amendment with Assemblyman Jon Bramnick.  Mr. Bramnick is also a State Senate candidate to 

represent Berkeley Heights and District 21.  The discussion will focus on civic responsibility and 

current issues.  

 

That same week, the GL STEM League will bring three teams to a competition to be held at 

Jonathan Dayton High School, more specifically, on their turf field.   

 

Lastly and regarding the school play, the GL Hilltop Players will stream their production of 

CLUE next Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday at 7:00 pm.  Information on how to buy 

tickets and how to stream the show will be available on the BHPSNJ website within the next few 

days.  The group will also be hosting an outdoor socially-distanced presentation of the show at 

GL on Saturday, May 22.  The Hilltop Players are very proud of the work they did in this 

challenging environment and hope you can join them one of those nights! 
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Facilities Report 

 

Donna Felezzola, School Business Administrator, presented the following report: 

 

Dr. Varley, Kelly Sheehan & I recently met with representatives from the Berkeley Heights 

Police Department to discuss traffic safety in the areas around the schools and safe routes for 

walking to school.  We discussed improvements that can be made to increase walking routes. We 

will continue to work with police & the township engineer to identify safe walking routes and 

will work together to make necessary changes. The BHPD and township engineer are also 

coordinating their efforts with Dynamic Engineering. 

 

Dynamic Engineering began their traffic study this week.  They will be visiting the elementary 

schools this week and next week and then the high school and middle school.  They will observe 

the current drop off and pick up procedures, walk the areas around the schools and look at these 

operations with a fresh set of eyes.  The BHPD has been involved in the study and they are 

working with the engineer.  We anticipate having a final report and recommendations for the 

elementary schools by the end of the month. 

 

A preconstruction meeting was held with Salazar for the construction of classroom bathrooms at 

William Woodruff School and Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center for Full-Day 

Kindergarten.  The contractor has ordered materials and applied for permits. 

 

We received 154 responses requesting subscription busing.  These requests will result in three 

additional bus routes and we have gone out to bid for these routes.  The bid opening is June 3rd 

and we will award the contracts at the June 10th board meeting.   

 

Tonight we are approving lease-purchase financing for technology equipment, curriculum 

material and maintenance equipment.  We received five responses to the quote and have an 

interest rate of 1.0% for the three-year bid for technology equipment and 1.2% for the five-year 

portion of the lease purchase, which covers the other items.  This was included in the 2021/22 

budget. 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 

• Professional development days for district staff members. 

 

• The participation of district students and staff members in educational field trips. 

 

• The employment of substitute/supplemental personnel for the 2020-2021 school year. 

 

• The re-employment and salaries of non-tenured secretaries for the 2021-2022 fiscal year. 

 

• The employment and salaries of tenured personnel for the 2021-2022 fiscal/school year. 

 

• The revised date of May 17, 2021, for the return of Lisa Wiater to full-time employment in 

her position of Secretary in the District Supervisors Office. 

 

• The resignation of Philip Acevedo from his position as Custodian at Governor Livingston 

High School, effective May 1, 2021. 

 

• For Jack Nardi to be employed as Summer Technology Assistant from June 21, 2021, 

through August 31, 2021. 

 

• For Daniel Guyton, William Tracy, Michael Alleman and Benjamin Collins of the district 

coaching staff to serve as supervisors in the Governor Livingston High School Summer 

Weight Training Program for 2021. 

 

• The re-employment of Elizabeth Lodge as Interpreter for the Deaf at Governor Livingston 

High School for the 2021-2022 school year. 

 

• Extra-curricular activities and assignments for the 2021-2022 school year, as listed below: 

Governor Livingston High School 

Activity/Position     Instructor/Supervisor 

Head Soccer Coach (Boys)   Kevin Fontana 

Assistant Soccer Coach (Boys)   Emiliano Chirigliano 

Assistant Football Coach (Boys)   Michael Alleman 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 

• The appointment of the following staff members for the 2021-2022 school year: 

Name   School(s)    Position 

Madison Rowohlt  Governor Livingston/Columbia Student Assistance Counselor 

Jay Pimentel  Governor Livingston   School Counselor 

Kacie Worswick  Mary Kay McMillin ECC  Kindergarten Teacher 

Kelly Radano  Mountain Park/Hughes  Elementary School Teacher/  

         Media Center 

 

• The employment of Nicholas Major as a member of the district Central Maintenance Staff for 

the 2020-2021 fiscal year, effective June 1, 2021. 

 

• The transfer of personnel for the 2021-2022 school year. 

 

• An increase in employment hours to full-time status for Patricia Ost for the 2021-2022 school 

year.  Mrs. Ost is a Teacher of English Language Learners in the Elementary Schools.  
 

• The acceptance of the retirement of Karen Porzio from her position as Instructional Review 

Teacher at Thomas P. Hughes School, effective June 30, 2021. 

 

• The acceptance of the retirement of Lena Bendush from her position as Paraprofessional at 

Columbia Middle School, effective June 30, 2021. 

 

• To award the Lease Purchase Financing Agreement to TD Equipment Finance, Inc., at an 

interest rate of 1.0033% for a three-year term in the amount of $457,000.00, and at an interest 

rate of 1.1613% for a five-year term in the amount of $243,000.00. 

 

• The Agreement for Services with Summit Management Solutions, LLC, to provide Business 

Administrator/Board Secretary services effective June 1, 2021, to a date no later than June 

30, 2022. 

 

• The acceptance of an Alyssa’s Grant award in the amount of $147,109.00, in compliance 

with security upgrades. 

 

• For Cross Roads Pavement Maintenance, LLC, to perform macadam paving and pothole 

repair at district schools. 

 

• The use of the Governor Livingston High School auditorium by Washington Rock Dance on 

June 6, 18 and 20, 2021. 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 
 

• The purchase of Lenovo ThinkPads for instructional staff at Columbia Middle School and 

Governor Livingston High School from the state-approved contract with Southern Computer 

Warehouse. 
 

• For Dyntek Services, Inc., to perform WiFi upgrades at Columbia Middle School and 

Thomas P. Hughes School through the state-approved contract. 

 

The Board of Education will conduct a Combined Conference and Regular Meeting on 

Thursday, June 10th at 7:30 p.m. at Columbia Middle School and via Zoom. 

 
 

 


